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SUBJECT: Wrynine miey 26K Tighber o ap
T Commerxling Cenern’, IV Fighter Coms d, ‘aklend, Culiforaia,
1, The 357k Fipgtter Croup (Vewd cussters d Scurdrons (3)) hes been de: freted

by the Commanding Cemn?, ray lrmrce.,, for oversess sbipmemt <f rers vel, Indie
vidual equiy mt., organi: :.mom.l equip-ant nowally 1sgued tc indivig nls and

housekeeping o ui

ment, on or about 1 Novesber 1072, L other crgsni st

eovirment (or LLe unit %11l be transferre’ to lspots <t destimmtion and wi o8 Iuioed
i

in seeordunoe it struetions 'ron the ¢ smmander I Theater of destinat: n,
e AT1B unil Lo belny treneferved to the scl Lir Poree in the neay ture
will © Ve cversees by that ‘le i, The unit wi') move to +he acnfr-

ecord Ale Porce with Ay reantse “r*'vﬂ enip-ent Tess motor vehicles

3. It is 45»' b otden be inftiated frmedistely to Miily e

unlt for awersers a0t with the cxeertion of '-vl‘-\samn f ~hcr“.re licte for
erulyrent, eax the uni t should be reedy for overseus movesent in every partloulsr when
t.rzmrerrec to tbe econd Lir Foree, 411 ordinary fteme of rreporation » 8 indic.ted

in PO%, Afr-Foii an? other axistin- 4"mttv—'- such 28 o1imi mciﬂn of physies!ly

wrcue i if led rersonge? hvaiesl syreinction ‘xr:" S=mmnizatior eraoma) effaire and 217
’ ’

other items normells re - wired ~f slevted ymnits ohe b soecrnlished yveior Lo acvvement

from this iir Force,

B ocompd of Prigedier Coners? TYT¥D.

s / " n "
~‘J DSA
#l df Ce

TRUR CO Y
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Y
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e L




D 370.5 (7 Det ) Bl -l &B/mj 28 39 " eson
TRACT 9 Ogtober 1942
Cis D VA .
70 t The Commanding Uenerals,

Alr Service Com:and
First, Second and Fourth
Alr Forces
new York Port of Embarkation
Bogton Port of Emba~kation
The Chief of Trussportation, Army Service Forces
The Chiefs of Tecimiesl Services, Arsy Servies foreos

1. It is desired thet you take without delay the action for which
you are responsible %o prepere for foreign servies and to move the units
1isted below to the liew York or Bostom Fort of Embarkation (for further
novenent by weter transrortation) so as to arrive at a tize to be

ool ake Poyt Coor . {(%ee paragrarh 10a (2).
hipmeat ipency to dsrue Strangth ,
it heher tation Shvmeant Ozdars D CEYd T/0&K
357th Fighter Gp 88/90-J37 Casper A3¥1d (G, Second [ir 19 1 %1 50 7/0 1-12
(sE) Hq asper, “yo, Yoree 1Jul &2
*  (less idv Det (3) Cel 10 Feb A3
*222624 Fighter 28,9~ 1¥% Pocratelle AAFI
8q (SE) Posatello, Idabe * 39 25 1/0 1=27
1Jul 42
Cel 23 Vov A2
Ce2 25 Jan &3
Ce3 7 My &
s»+9634 Pighter 8849=1il Casper AAF1G
Sq (S8) Casper, “yo. . 39 252
#s#364th Fighter 88.9-0 Alnsworth As¥ld
sq (SE) 2 Ainsworth, leb, 9 2% °*
Lo -e - e LR *a 4 L

By order of the Secretary of Wer:

PGS, T. HANDY,
Aseistant Chief of Staff
Operationa Mvision, WeDGoSe




LOFUEETIAL  “ovenent Orders, Shipweat 22/9

/8/ 3. a. U lio
J. A. ULIO
‘R jor Genersal

The Adjutent Genera

COPIXS FURNISHEDs

The Commending Generals

Aywy Liy Forcees

Army Ssrvice Forese

Eastern and Yestern Defense Commands

Pirst, “econd, Third, Seveath, Eighth
and Winth Service Commands

The Inspector General

The Divisions of the Ear Departzent
Ceneral Staff

Each rtation listed in paragrach 1,
FOR INPORMATION ONLY,

P

- = -A "‘

A
1st, 1.,
Ass't ?‘-2.

i

{eont'd)




LOTDIATE ACTION

SONFIDENTIAL
HEADQUARTERS SECOND AIR FORCE ’
Office of the Commending Genersl RJC/mm
370.5 G 12 Cetober
SUBJECT: M(VENENT ORLEKS, Shirmeris 9849-73J, -KKK, -LLL, -l
To t See Distribution,

1, Pursuant to the euthority contained in immediate action, Confidentiel
Wor Depevtment Lettar, file WD 270.5 (7 Oet 43) OB-S<E-M, subject: "Movememt Orders,
Shipment £849," deted © Octcber 1943, it is directed that you tske the nececsary
action and/or issue the nesessary orders applieable to you to prepare for foreign
service and to move the wnits 1irted below from their present indieamted ststions to
the NEN YORK PORT OF BMBANFATION or the BOSTON 'ORT OF EMBARKATION (for further movement
by water trensportation), eo as to srrive at a tire to be determined by the approphicte
Port Commandsg, The Cormanding Gemerel, port of embarkation to whieh ordered (New
York or Boston Forts of Emberketion’ vi1l inform this headquerters of the time and
date it is desired that these imits and/or their accompanying equipment will arrive ot
the Part, This informetion vi’7 he relayed to you as soon as received at this
Heaedquarters, (Ses paragreph 12 gz (2) helow),

Jnds SHIPUENT PRESENT STRENGTH
~NOEER  STATION FE_¥o ¢ MM MLk

357th Fighter £2,5«333 4RB, Casper, ¥yo 19 A 50 T/0 112

Gp (SE) Ho 1 Jul 42

(Lees Adv Det) (3) ©-1 10 Feb 43

362d Fighter E845=KKK AAR, Toeatello, 252 T,/0 1-2

8q (SB Idaho 1Jul 42
C-1 22 Nov 42
C=2 25 Jam 43
C-3 7 May 43

363rd Fighter 88/,9-LLL AAB, Caspey,Wyo, 39 25 .

Sq (sm)

364th Pighter 88/, 9=l AAB, Adnsworth, 39 252 -

8q (sE) Nelr,

R R IR R R RN RN R IR R N

B s e e e e I I B R e e o
By command of Major General STREETT:
JOHN 5, LUCL8 JR,
let Lisut,, 4. G, D.,
Asst, Adju{-.nt General

YR o~ 2 | 4
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CCEEIDENTIAL
READQUARTERS FOURTE AIR FORCE

Historical Sectinn
UNIT HISTORICAL DATA SHERT

ALl L v . - ] G L.?
story transmitted for period 8 January 1943 to 18 August 1543.)

Activgted: 1 December 1942 (per GO 147, Hq Fourth Air Force 16
T

December 1942, T/0 1-27, 1 July 1542, w/C 1, 10 October 1942).*

Qrganized At: Hamilt~n Pield, Calif,, under Fourth Air Force.*

w

nurce Of Cpdre: 328th Fighter Growp, Hamilton Field, Calif.*
Mission; Operational Treining Unit (P=79 aircraft).***
Assigned To: 357th Fighter Group.*

Permanent Station In Fourth Air Force: Hamilton Field, Calif.*

Commanding Offjcers: Capt. Stuart K. Lawler was appointed CU on €
January 1943. Capt. Clay R. Davis was appointed CO on 20 Mey 1943.
let Lt. Wesley 5. Mink wes appoirted CO on 13 July 1643,%*

Strength Eeport: 31 Januery 1943--2 Gfficers and 127 Fnlisted Men.
2 June 194327 Officers and 264 Enlisted Men.
21 Aupust 1943--4] Officers and 251 Enlisted Men.
4 October 1943«=15 0fficers and 250 Enlisted Men.* **

Sguadron Movemente: Hamilton Field, Calif., to Tonopah, Nev., 7
Merch 1943 (temporary change of station).®

Tonopeh, Fev., to Sante Bosa, Calif., 1 June 1943 (temporary change
of station).*

SantrRosa, Calif., to Croville, Calif., 18 Aurust 1943 (temporary
change of station).*

Tronsferred: From Oroville, Calif., to Cesper, Wyoming 4 Cctober
1943 with reassignment from Fourth to Second Air Force (pe—rmanent change
of stztion).*

. Unit File, A=3 Division, Hq Fourth Air Force
** History of 363rd Fighter Squadron
*** History of 357th Fighter Group

CONFIDENTIAL
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HISTORY
363rd Fighter Zguadren

On the £ December, 1942, at Hamilton Field, csliforn a, a squadren w»ss Dorn.

t thet moment 1t was onl) paper squ drom, but il was s start, The start of
the 243rd Pighter Squadrem, = tsetieal unit of the 3574 {or ter Group, = squadror
th=t was destined to tske ite slace 870D e fewous fightin pits of ‘erld Tar
11.

It wasn't until % Jsnuary,that tne original coz-lirent of cfflecers § enlisted
san ware sssigned to the Scusdron. This orizinal sadre =as cbtained frez the 328

th Fighter Grour, :asilton Field, Callifcrnia. So now the 363rd had s Gommanding
Officer, Captein Stuart R. Lauler, and a few men Lo start it on the ~oad te the
zlory it was to s“taime

The next few days wers srent gathering pergonnel, pe.iimg erganized and spread-
ing rumors. Everyone had his owm vet ideas ss to wh b king of sn outfit it was
going to be, where they were going mext and when, Fut thes were all agread on
one thing, they were going %o zake it the best damn Squadrom in the world. 5e
that sim became the motteo of the 363rd Tighter Squ-dron snd every new-gomera
was greeted rith,"This is the Best Damn Squadron im the forld, ¥sber." and they
all met tc vork te make good their beoast.

T™he end of Februery brought the first pilots to the Sauadron and 2nd L%, Edwin
. Hire was appointed firet Operations Cfficer. This was the sign thst all the
men had been waiting for, it was geimg o be & cosbat outfit so the enthuslses
and ¥i11l to work took = lesp upwards. Tven the news that they were goins to
Tomophn, Feveads=" The Last Place on Esrth" cculdn't dampen the hizh spirits
of the Squadrom., Tomepha was serely s mesns o an end, The end being overseas
duty snd combat, 3o on 6 Yarch, 1943, they arvived at Tomophe snd the real wreork
started,

vore pilets arrived and the training began making rapid strides, FEvery hour of
the day wag & flyimg hour. The pilote and ships piled up tine and the -round
erews vorked at s feverish piteh to keer the shirs in the air, At last ev ryone
vas nctually outimg into practice whet he had besn study!ng sc msmy nomths.
Throughout Yarch, Aord) and Yay the training went om. Everyt' ing and everyone
was improving, The rate of sccidents was very low snd the Squadron wes becoming
s team,

In Yay, Captsin Lauler vss releived of his command due to 111 health and the
senbers of the Sousdron felt they were losing & persomal friend as vell as &
fine Commanding Officer, but em 20 Vay, Captain Clay R. Davis took the riemsof
the Squadrom and scom proved %o all the personnel that he was just the man bto
£411 the vacaney and the S uadrom econtinued its repid improvementi.

0m 1 June, the 363rd completed its fimst phase of the big job ahead and left
Tonopha to go b-ek to the lovely greenm of Califernia. ind a ronderful plsce was
Santa Resa, Califernias, the next step or rather the mext step toward becoming
s cosbat tesm, The base was located in the middile of am orchard, Fit revard %o
the mer who had spent the last twelve weeks onm the desert, lowever, Santa Rosa
hrought some extremly bad lmok to the Squadrom. Here it guffered its first
fatality, Lt. Virgil C. Wyss on 9 June, 1943s Lt. ¥illias B. Overstreet becaze
the first Squadrom nember of the @-tapillar Club whem his s:ip tusbled at 10,000
feet. To continue the bad luek on 7 July, s jdair eollision claimed both the
Commanding Officer, Captain Davis, and one of the best youmg pilots, Lt. Lyle




Jo Waher, This was a bitver pil) for the young Scuadrom and the losses were deeply
felt, but 1t will teke mueh more than this te take the epirit ocut ot this Squadrom.

July 13, let L8, 7 esley S, “ink t ok command, 7it: 'is y sr of sctuallecabst
flying , he was able %o eortinue the wonderfulprogresse. In s-ite of ite lopses
the Squadron ghowed that it bBad shat it akes tc become " Best Danr Sgusdron
in the Torld®, and rapidly improved. Se when the tiwe for the next nove cane,l3
August, it had reached the point it # J so-ordin:ted, smoot! not -
ing unit, The ='s t Croville, Califernia,wss Just the odde and erds

of the trairing rregran, ne Squrdron a become “"Hos' snd =as beegos s Lronger
all the time. Any ve'k ldnks were replaced sc that the Sm-dron wss readyp willing

and able for thatl cversess assignment,

“sfor Uomsld %, Orsham , formerly of the 357th Fighter Greup, tock command
on 27 September, 1943 and ras reccgrized immedistgly ss an shle and respected
Commanding Offiecer, Fhen sll the ships took off,for whal ras termed slong cross
country flight,em 3 Cetober, everyome knew Lhat thinge were beginning Lo hanpes,
2¢ the rest of the Squadron erntrained on 4 Ceteber , for e trin that lasted until

Cetoter and took them to Casper, Hyoming,

'he short stay st Casper was one cof nimed feelings. It was 2 larce base snd
had =agy convenisnces that were welcomed, but the strici diseiplise of the baze
and the eold climete were hard om the boys that had spent the nine previous momihs
in Sunny Cslifornia snd the Deseert, Iife st Casper was one lecture and inepectiom
after snother, The final ends vere tied u- and everycne wes esgerly waiting for
the big FO¥ imsrection end the word to go. Onr 24 Cectober the M0Y inspsetion
was passed with flying eclors and from them cnm it ses just s guestiom of how long,

it high noom, the$ Fevember, came the train trip that was the Pegzing of the

2IG tripe And on 12 November, the Squadron arrived at Caap Shanks, Yew York -

the Port of Embarkstiem. The next nine days were the hardest, yet the happlest

the Squadron had known so fare They were inspested and exenimed time and tize
sgain, The suspense was herd cn nerveg but the tlse eventually passed and by

0200 hours, 22 ¥ovember, all were aboard ship, AKD what a shipe The Jueen lary
Elizebeth, It was o ly fitting that the fineat s"i in the world should earry the
vest dasm Squedron in the world, The crossing was fast and uneventful, The menot~
ony of the waves brokem only by sn occasional freighter or the Catelina lying

foat that served as an esoort., Om the 29, Novesber, the s iv snchered at Gullaek,
Scotland, on the Firth of Clyde, belew Glasgows The mext day the Squadroms left the
boate and boarded the train for the Raydom Alr Urome. The ! December saw the
Squadrom, with the rest of the 357th Fighter Group, in their Neissos Huts at Statiom
157, Rayden, England, Thus it became the Squadroms first oversess home, The Group
wae assigned to the IX Fighter Command , of the Ninth Air Foree, om the 7 Decesber .

Other than the ususl training, leetures and getting settled motheing happemed
until 19 Decesber shenm the first flight was made im s P- 51 type airplane by a
mezber of the Squadross Captain Clarence E, indersom flew a ship assigned to the
354 Pighter Group and the nmext day, s wember of the Squadrom, Ceptain Lloyd ¥,
Hubberd, flew the first ship assingmed to the Squadrem, By 31 Decesber, the Squadron
had a total of six ships and the boys were getting very lapatiest for that first
miseion,

But the first sission was »till a leng way off., It wasn't umtil 24 Jamuary ,
that any mesber of the Squadron flew any uission and that had s tradgic ending.
Captain Joe F. Giltaer, Commending Officer of the 363rd, flew a mission with the
353rd Fighter Croup, and he falled to return, 5o he was the first to be listed as
¥issing In Action,




Cn the 38 Jamusry, lst Lt, ‘“ontgemery H, Troop took Command and he wos recsived
with open arms because he lad s record of sixty-nime cosbat zissioms =nd the exper-
ience proved imvaluable to the nilots of the Squadrem.

February was & menth of setion, The first day saw the Squadro make its first
change of stations in the ETC. It =moved to Statiom 373, leiston, England, and was
trangferred to the VIII Fighter Coamand of the Eighth Air Foree. leiston was famous
for its mud and 1t certainly lived up te its reputation, The geecnd pilot of the
Squadren to fly 2 missics, Captain Lloyd C, Hubbard, went out with the 354th Fighter
Grour on the 10 Fabruary. As they wers making a strafing run cver -n enmexy air fleld
he got s direet hit from a bturst of flak snd crasheds So of the two first pilets
t¢ fly missions, they were both listed as ¥.I.A. and bed luck seemed to be @ogging
the Squadrons But even a tad dsy like the 10 Febrauary had its bright side becsuse
as of 2400 hours, the Sgusdron became ar operaticnal outfit, At Last !}

The first miseiom took to the air 11 February for an area surport over Rouenm,
end all the pMlots returned. ¥aybe they had the jinx beat nows Three wissions,
a weeks time ~_i for maintenanes sné training, »nd on 20 Feturapy, the 363rd tasted
ts first bloeds Om an esecort mission to leipzig, Lt, Ross destroyed a %e 109
end Captain Anderson got = dsmage on the same tyve of ememy airecraft. Lit, Ross
get into trouble snd had to bail out but was seen to get out safely. The mext
day the Squadron got two more ¥e 109's and it appeared to be sctuslly making good
ité boaste The next dey a destroyed and s damage sgain, and thst was the end of
the scoring for the first mcnth of operation. The Jerriees refused tc ecme ur on
the fellowing migsions durirg February.

¥areh, the first full mocnth on operational status, held s variety of experiences

for the youmg Squadrem, It. Bobert D, Foy beecame the first smember of the Geldfish
Club when he was forced to bail out in the igy waters of the English Chadmel, 4
Yarch brought a mission to Big B-Rerlim, and FfO Charles E., Yesager two Ne 109's.
6 Harch gave the Squadrom s glimpse of the future glory they were to attain when
they brought in five kills and ome damage with no losses, To show the results
that the Squadrom was getting, on Yareh 14 the first decoration were awarded to
members of the unit. Captains Hiro and Anderson received the iir Veddl. The rest

f the month went snlong the seme !imes, flying as often =g possible end adding
kills te their growing record.

Py 4pril the flying of missicme had beccze reutine, ‘ore spards and deeorations
were made including a Purple Heart o Lt. Foy and the Distinguished Flying Cress to
Lt.s Ellis A, Rogers and Donald H, Boechkay, The 11 April was the day the boss really
cpened up gathering eight kills and five damages.

On 28 Vay, the fighting 363rd got a new Comm-anding Officer., OCaptain Hire took
over from “ajer Troop. Yay was another a nth of sany =issicng, many kflls and & few
losses. Oood mews came this momth, F/C Yeag r who made such s wonderful start, and
was reported zissingin actiomen 5 ¥areh, returmed tc the Squadron today. He had

been foreed to bail ocut over cecupied teritory and had sucees:fully evadedand escaped.
Nothing can stop this Squadrom or the mem in it, Already it had beccome established
as a good outfit and everyome ecculd see that it was going places.

D-day, 6 J,ne, 1944, The bdig day st last, For days everycne knew scsething was
in the air and the tension was terrifie. At 0215 hours, the first ships sprang imte
the air and there were 363rd ships in the air all the rest of the day, bosbing and
strafing enemy troops and comvoys. Jerry was afraid to eome inte the air that dey

anrd for many days to come. Our boys had it all their oem way. The supperting of
ground treops comtimued fo- days snd much eredit was givem to the pilets for the fine
flying and even more te the ground crews that put ur as sany as three sissions a day.

N o 8




53.

Everyone worked hsrd and long tc give the boyys om the ground in the front lines
the maximum of protectionm and ai from the air, The sucessful invasion meant that

we would all be home much scomer and all was done that could be to make it a success.

Cets were ut up in the ready room at the flight lime and everyore caught a little
sleep vhen and where they eculd, It wasn't until 29 Jume that Jerry decided to

¢ome up again and was promotly slapped back down with twelve kills for the boys and
no losses. FNow whe can contest the claim that thie 1s the " Beet Damr Scuadren in

the World“,

The tension of the invasion 1ifted and was replaced 'y the calm sssurarce #f =
veterar cutfit as the Squadron moved into the zomth of Ju'yes Going back tc the old
job of escorting the "Big Priends® and daring the Jerries tc come up. There were
twe more firsis for the bLoys duri € this month, Captain Anderson was the first

Llet to complete a tour of duty and be sent Lzck to the 3tates for a little vae=-
ations At the time Caph#n Anderson went home, he wes leading the group with a
record of 14 destroyed and 2 damaged. And Staff Sergeant Otto Heino was awarded
the Pronze Star for meritorious eonduct in the perforrance of outstanding services

rom 11 February to 11 Jume, 1944e S/Sgt. Eeino is the first member of the
~yuaadron tc be so h-nored.

You e=n tell now that t!is is really e " v teran outfit®, During the menth
of August more and more pilots CTD and were returned to the good old Usai. August
wag ancther historical momth for the Squadron es they flew the "Shuttle Run® from
Englend to Russia to Italy and back to England. This run was completed »ithout
less of a men or shio except that Lt, ¥illilams S. Davis had to remain in Russia
due to engine troubles Otherwise it as a dull month, filled with milk rums and
Jerry wa: comspicious by his absence.

It begine to appear that Jerry has had enough. ¥ilk run efter milk run and

the pilets are getting very well "brownmed off*s It isn't un il around the 18
September that they show up and in tno days the Squadron collected twelve more to
add to their growing bad of killse Could that be the reason that they don't come
up sc often amy more? This was marred by the loss of Yajor Hiro who had been Commanding
Meficer of the 363rd for the past four months. ¥ajor Gmermsey I, Carlisle took

amand on 21 Sep'ember. Majér Carlisle had been flying ##th the Squadron for quite
some time asld it appears the we have another go0 Commanding Officer. During this
month, romance crept inte the Squadron. lst Lt. George G, George and Sergeant
Robert M, Ferteh f-und themselves " the One" here ir England and ere married this
months Anglo = Americsn relatioms seenm to be definately on the mpgrade now,

Now we can go all the way to Berlin without seeing enemy fighters, Octcber was
made up entirely of milk runs ,» It was highlighted cnly by "Yeager® dayon 12 October
L t. Yeager got five Me 109's out of the eight that were collected by the Squadron
that day, Net bad for a youmg lad, And he followed right up by gettimg the first
"Jet" that was claimed by the Squadron the next month, With the exception of 27
November when the boys got nine FW 190's it's the same old story, no Jerries,

A party that lasted for two days was beghn on the 25 November to celbrate tie end
of the first year in the E§O, The party did not imterfer with the flyimg of missions
or the rumning of the base but the boys had s time that very few will over forget.

If they will omly come up, we'll put them down as evidemced by 5 December, After
s0 many milk runs, twemty FW 190's came up and eight of them promptly went down under
the hot guns ef the 363rd. And the boys got their Christmas presents on 24 December
by collecting seven more. OChristmss B ay was spent searching the gkies for some
more gifts but as usuval, me Jerry. The twe fat days were all the oppesition encountered

during the entire zonth of December.




50 ceme the New Year, witl .ne lones of everyone that tids  4ld be the yesr tiat
marked the end of the Nazi regime and wer on tils karthe And on 14 Jamery, 1945
the boys did their best to end the German Air “oroe. / reeord w.s set thet day by
the 357th Pighter Grouwp, & record that will be stendine for yesr 1o come. The Grou
destreyed fifty-nine and one-half enemy fighters in the air in one single engngement.
The Squadron collected thirteen kills of this v nderful totel. Yor this acheviement
the Orow» was awarded the Distinguished Unit Citation, fit reward for a very,very

fine job, and many oomendations from higher lleadquerters. January marred byt the
derth of the first enlisted man of the Squadron to be killed in the line of duty.
taff Sergecmt Melvin H. Schuenemen was killed when the 2T=6 in vhich he vas & DaSSE

enger, oreshed mear Dover, England, along with the rilot, 1s# Lt. Y41liam &. Cerby.
3/5gte Schuenemsn had been on the continent renairins some Pe51's and ws returning
to the Squadron when they became lost in a fog , an’ the encine feiled while they
wore trying to gnin some altitude.

Lt. Colomel Carlisle completed his tour of duty the last nart of J % and
Cantain Donald C. Melee took comm nd of the Squadron 2 Pebruary. Cant:in Molee
coes to us vith a fine record. s comnleted - tour in the Southwest "scific and
holds a string of five ¥ills , six probables and two demnges. February wase

41 due to poor weather and the wsuall lack of Jerries. As the ssying goes " they
have had it".

March end ‘pril pase with so little action that everyone is mad and sure that
the end is nearly in sight. Jerry just won't come u» at all. The 19 Fpril 44d
four kills and fouwr damages and these were sl1l the new Me 262. 5o even Jerries
best shin iz no matoh for owr P-51's and our Pishting pilots.

Little did we reslize when we took off on April 25, 1945 that this was the last
combet mission the fighting 363rd wes to fly. “ith May came the long aweitdd Vietory
Day. /t last the fos ' beaten. /nd we of the 363rd Pighter Squedrom con rightfully
say that we did our share and more. Ve are proud toc be & unit of the 'ictorious
#llied orees. Our record for one year, two momths and fourteen days of combat flyhng
was 161 dustcoyed, 11 probadde destroyed and 33 damages,in the air and an additionmal
11 destroyed and 12 damages on the ground. Vith the best that sowld e hoved for in
maintenance and flying ability, we ean say, " Tnis is the Best Sousdron in the Yorld"

nd feel thet we have proved it.

Now that the fighting is over, ths men of the 353rd are going to keep it the
best,in tr ining. It's boek to the O steus now , with & full treiming progrem
laid out for every ome.0f course, there are the expected rumers ~"Pagific via the
States”~ is the favored one by everyosme because this is » fighting Squadron end we
want to see the job dome.

In May, Major Donald H. Boehlkay took over the ocommand from Major MeGee, who was
transferred to the 364 Fighter Squadron as Comm ending Officer. ¥ajor Fochkay is ome
of the Souadrons own. He has been with it since it was in its swaddlirg elothes at
Tonmopha, Neveda and everyone was greatly nlessed with the ne Commanding Officer. He
is one of the leading Acer of the Croup and ome of the most 1iked members of the
Squadron by both the officers snd enlisted men.

Our dream of home and "acific was dashed 14 June by the anmoumoement the the
Group was slated for the Occupatiocal Air Force,ws are to be stationed nesr Munich,
Germagy, instead of Fometown, USA. 4And there is much disanpointment and umha»niness
sbout this bad bresk. But this is a good Squadron and the men are good soldiers
and there is no doubt that the job assigned to ws will be dome with the theroushness
thet can be expeeoted fram "The Best Demn Squadrom in the ‘orld".

Since the end of hostilities a full time trainming progerme has heen in full swhng




fverylidas from firing o1 e <% Cal. utemniic to Liw Cer.ine Tor recerd j} to
ir rrfl ldentifiention(Japeness slong with eonstent flying hes heen earried one

‘odepnloyaent hra sterted, slody, but started nevertieless o that hel s mersl &
lote
Pler 20 ragy nths, t'e . usdron lesves ‘nelend. Por ost At &k 15 & sed
ing beoruse many o the personnel h ve mnde fftm citashents iere snd the
ron ctre to Tlory #» 4 ittle feld ou ihe ooast o © lorth e« ut
nov 1t pnat stead m 1ife, & dsnd we vere among Orie nds, end in Sormegy ve

Fast enier ss victors and make no atterpt to be frie dlye On 20 July, we were ot
-85, 'L!l'-icl’l“f&'u}.‘ilﬂ'.'-‘”,,, apmany, ~id & mewher of ihe dnth ir “oros.

‘he nov 1ife is very nies, zood Quriers, tond “cod and » noticible lnek of smd.
he sersemnel of the qundron L. chenging Foat, - ertioulsrly smons tie enlisted mene
& tiey olizb abeerd the trueks cr nianes thst elert them on the tri home , Loey sees

all very ;lsd to be £l lort on the vay to their loved ones, but everyome of them
exnressed a true rezretat leavi 55 Lhe boye and the _~usdrom.

‘4th the nova of VeJ day, there vere a fev -erties snd much dsoussions on the
ade Bombe But still the mein t04e on Lwe oinds of all was the lengrt of iire
tefore they eould ernect 10 got hewee ‘he = aindng pro vz wes still going etrong
| loever <nd ra:ses were coming through with regularity, but there didn't seem
0 be large enogh uotase -awe of tie men were teking advant e of the iducationa]

faellities of fered here on ihe ontinent «nd in neland.

The bad starts soming 4n snd the flying hours dros off » 14t-le but everythine
else o ntinues sz boforee he bsse fooiball tesn sterted to work out in  eptember
end they -lan to oen thelr sesson during the first of Netober. Tedeployment is
beginnin: Lo bt retty nrrd nov and ne repleoements sre oozdins in. rest heme
on the "orm “ee is wer, nopular with EVETYOME nowe

¥s jor Joehkay went home during the wonth of October and Ceptsin John Re Stern

Jre wes n-vointed to the post of iquadron Commandere G tadn ‘tern h s <lrendy
roved tde avility as he lws been “perntions Nffieer during the time Ya iop foehkay
ver the “omanding "ficer. ede loyment is 20 p ing the etrensht of the squadron

1 Llots wve Paker over practally =11 of the fevertmenise fet Lt. Guy e Bender
0% e of owr ‘ustenzs -nd Tlov u to usterdmu Jiolland, to renresent our “roun
in the ‘wmy ‘4ir Porees 'x:oeitdon there. ‘e had & b:d tradAty during Ootober
vion e © = 47 eurrying ersommel to the leave conter at the MUviera ersshed into
the mounteins in southeastern ™r moe nnd k{lded 211 adosrd. e 8d» wes niloted
by twe of the 3 3rd men, Lt. Mo snd Lt, "olfs Three %4 Cross +irls » two from
owr base, were in the crashe This wes reslly a hard blov to #11 of us.

Noversher brought the end or rotier the ten arery end of the 353rd as an orerr tiemel

outfite -0 many of our persomnel have gone back to the states thet it 4s imrosaible
‘0 oarry on three quadrons here on this bese, so all the couedrons of thelroun
have oonsolideted under the hoed of the 360 ni i hter Squedron for tae ti e boing.
Tils arrengement vill only last wntd) s-wme replocenents errive «nd we ean o baok to
regular set-up,

his 15 & sivrt “dastary of the ¥ wd 1giter ‘quadron fras the time of its
activati n until the presont tise. There are fov imuadrons that ean come alose to
the mork set by thls Squadron dusing the time it has been sotivateds Ve claim ne
wer-quaiities, Just & fine grous of men who had thelr heart im their job. lever
hos there “cen a men thet ~agsed through 1hds orgenisstion tiwt sould mt be proud
o say that he was o member of its e hewe our leros, and for those of them that
are not zlive today, we miss thewm. Then nasee 1ike, ‘nderson, itire, O'Brieh, looiay,
“oy, Yeager md weny many more will tlweys be brought wo whem the sreat nilots of




this war »r
thnt was sosi

enti made

med to the
they nlsye

‘s, symorers, r.dis men, s end everone
vonderful job and ean be wery roud
af tne rt 4n vimmin

nr this tot-l victorye The 36%d Pieher ouadron
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