SCAMAND

t WING




1 July

-~

Classified "SECRET
SECRET sauth VII1 Ftr Cend

Memorandum 125-1

Dated 13 November 1943

-
o7

BT o T aom
B A & -3 05 "%

363rd Fighter Squadron

CHRONOIOGCICAL SROIENAT
CERONCLOGICAL QEGUZNC R

donth of July 194

ith the uth of JULY , there came a month in which the tenseness of the
early weeks of the Invasion gave place to a calp assurance that success
would come to the arms of the Allied mxveditionary Forces and with the
assurance of this fact the Squadron setiled down to its part in making for
this success - to do the work that had to be done with certainty of purpose
and a calmness of action, vuring this month the 8quadron carried on with
its part as a member of the Strategic Air Forces and its principal missions
were in the escorting of the "Big Friends" as they wrecked the comminécations
lines of the enemy, as they again and again destroyed his factories and his
means of providing the means for making war. Intersperced amuigst these
missions were Fighter Sweeps and Protection for Air/sea Resmue. It was a
month for the Squadron in which the tenseness, the anxiety, the strain that
came with the first few wecks of the Invasion effort were replaced with the

usual calm deliberate purposeful activities of the veteran fighter unit,

Announcement is made of the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross to the
following pilots of the squadron:

CHARLES S. PEARSCHN, 1st Lt, AC, 0-866199 ERNEST C. TIEDE, 1st Lt, AC, 0868174:
And the Air Medal to the following pilots:

WILLIAY S, DAVIS, 1st Lt, AC, 0-813125 FPRANK (0MI) KOKA, F/0, AC, T-61493
(See Document (lS appendiceds

Announcement. is made of the promotion from lst It, to Japtain of ROBART N,
YOORE, 0745466 (See Document (2) appendiced)

The Distinguished Flving Cross is announced as awarded tc the following pilots:
GSCRCE G. GZORGE, 1st Lt, AC, 0-682631 RAYMOND Y. STAUDTE, 1st 1t ,AC,0~745533
and 3n Qak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal previously awarded to these pilots:
ROBIRT C. GANGWISH, 1st I+, AC, O=~810497 ROBERT E. SMITH, 1st Lt, AC, @=RC7634
HAROLD M. KENNZY, 1st Lt, AC, 0-810514 (See Document (3) appendiced)

Announcement is made of the promotions of Inlisted Men of the Squadron to
higher Non-Commissioned Fatings as follows: To be Staff Sergeant (Temp)

Leonard N, Classens (32345715), Charles F. Leonard ( 7033011) ®hamas A ¥
Tine (32571747) Henry J, Geysel (32585860); to he Sergeant (Temp) Thomas ¢
suinn (32405343); To be Corporal (Temp) George (NMI) iWeeks (36564737), iilliam
C. Hyde (34586705), Howard G. Pfeifer (31221697); to be rivate First Class
Tempy ¢

~
.
T

alvin C, koo (3&35?79&), Vassar X. Bradley ( 38392,69), James C,
Winfiele 23831775L5, Louis (NMI) Ungerlaider 312203951), Horace A. Vaden
Gt

34605293 ) (See Document (L) appendiced)
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arnouncement 1s made of the promotion of the following officers:

2nd Lt. to lst It

ANKLIN, 0683434
« HAND, 0706384 KD C.
FEANCIS L. SULLIVAN, 0c18042

(See Document (22) appendiced)
Another bomber escort mission to MUNICH., There
on this mission to KUN
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DONALD J. FIRRON, 2nd Lt, AC, O704672; KEEN LANDIS, 2nd Lt, AC, 0706594;
and WILLAIM ¥, DUNICP, 2nd Lt, AC, 0695159, are assigned to the Squadron
as Combat Pilots. (See document (25) appendiced)

And a great day indeed this was for Captain CLARENCE Z, ANDERSON. For on this
day Captain ANDERSON received his orders transferring him to temporary duty
in the Zone of the Interior. Captain ANDEESON had completed his tour of duty
(300 hours of Combat Time) and goes back to the States for a rest. ‘e was
the first of the pilots of the Squa ron to complete a tour of duty with all
time in the tour being witii the Squadron. An added feature is that all of
these 300 hours were completed without a single abortion - Captain ANDERSON
successfully completed every mission upon which he start A, During these
300 hours of combat flying Paptain ANDERSON destroyed fourteen enemy aircraft
--twelve of these victories have been confirmed as of this date-- and damaged
two others--both confirmed. Our congratulations - those of all ofthe men
of the Squadron went with Captain ANDZRSON as he started his trip to the
States - and we lo k forward to the day when he will be back with the Squadron
againfor his second tour of duty. Captain ANDERSON lead the Squadron and the
Group in enemy planes destroyed when he started his vacation in the States.
(See Document (26) appendiced)

Cn this date the Squadron engaged in two bomber escort missions. The first

mission was to VALENCE (See Document (27) appendiced) and the second to
MONTDIDIER (See Document (28) appendiced). No enemy aircraft were encountered
on either of these missions. Again and again our fighter pilots go out locking
for a scrap with the luftwaffe, and again andagain the luftwaf'e fails to

meet the challenge. It makes the pilots of the squadron - all of whom are
itching for another tangle with the fighters of the G.A.F. whether that day

will ever come when the enemy will again try to protect his factori s, his
lines of communications and his airfields or whether the luftwaffe is done

for gocod.

Another bomber escort mission po MUNCHEN--and another day in which no enemy
airdraft are seen--ancther 'milk run' for the pilots of the 363rd. (See
Document (29) appendiced)

Announiceme:nt is made o the rerbers of the squadron of the award of the
BRONZE STAR to OTTO HEINO, Staff Sergeant of this Squadron for r-ritorious
condwet 1. the performance of outstanding Services from 11 February 1944 to

June 1944. (See document (30) appendiced) Staff Sergeant H INO is the
first of the enlisted men of the Squadron to be so honored.
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of our pilots returned y. It was a much better day for the entire
Squadron then have Reen days when no eneuy aircraft re seen or
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Three new pilots are assigned to :
ROBSRT S FIFIELD, 2nd Lt, AC; KEMNETH F. GRAXFF, 2nd Lt,aC; JOHNNI
(See Document (42)
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JARTER, F/0, AC.

31 ]
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Another mission to escort bomuers to FuEBU G - andanother
The only enemy aircraft ran for the clouds - This lone Le 107 was tLhe
only 5/A seen. (See Document (43) avpendiced)

The mission for today was a Fighter Sweep over the PARIS area. wnight le.

109s were spotted and at:acked by the Squadron. (ne Je. 109 was destroyed

by Captain EDVIN W. HIRO. (See Document(L5) appendiced) (See Doc. (46) app.
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A remart le K 14 Gyro Gunsight in a P-51D
alrplane was Ze Augugliaro. It was the desire

of Colonel
sunsight installed in his eship, a P-51D, but th
availal this model of a P=-51. Simce i

this Sque fell to 5/5gt Augugliaro
ection is instailation. Aided :
GRAHAM and J. DAVID LURLEY, ®nd Lt, AC, Station tngineering and Tedhnical

e
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cted that it afforded

the panel and al

fficer, 5/9gt Augugliaro designed a
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full vision of a inst 1
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formard visibiii mount it has been pos ible to put
all K 14 gunsigh is believed by the oguadron
Armanent Office that this :mount will be
install all K 14 all P-51Ds ir this Theater.

Yuring the ineeri ne, Commnications and Arman ST

tions have

vle ability and re e results in the main-
tenance of of the Squadron in operational order. Immed-
iately after the return from a mission the status of the ships of the
Squadron, as shown by the 'Big Board' in the Lngineering and COperations
Offices looks 2s though there cou.d be no mission again for days and

iays to come. And by worning the board is all but clear again - evidence
that the ships are again ready for operational missions. Huch of the
credit for the success of the Squa.ron in its victories over the enemy
must be given to the crews that kept the ships and their guns and their
communications systei.s in excellent order.

So the month of July has been a month of calm, business-like procedure
in the Squadron - a month in which the Sguad:on accomplished its purposes
and its missions calmly and with a definately purposeful manner that

is typical of the 'veteran figntigg urit,
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363rd FIGHTER SQUADRON
357th Fighter Group, Army Air Forces
USAAF Station F=373

APO 637,
é July 4,

JECT ¢ S=2, S=3 ¥ission Report,

S~=2 Officer, 357th Fighter Group, Army Air Forces, USiaF Station F=373,
APO 637

363rd Pighter Squadren, lst Lt EDWARD k., SILPSON, leading,

Air Sea Rescue Patrol

One JU-88 Destroyed - 15t Lt SIMPSON
Reached patrol area North West of BORKUM Island at approximately 1305 hours,
Patrelled area fifty miles ofs enewy coxst North East to NORDERNEY Island,
then back te AMELAND Islang where COLGATS Vectored flight to 45% for

sixty miles, On arrival sighted empty dingy and lone RELLINGTON Bomber
circling area, Left Area at dpproximately 1600 hours for home, Did ot
L/F in. R/T good, Weather very hazy,

ERNEST F. DE NIGRIs,
Captain, AC,,
S=2 Section
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LNCOUNT R HEPORT D-2

PILOT: DONALD H. BOCHKAY, Capt, AC, U742834

Combat

25 July 1944 Ficld Order No. 462

363rd Fighter Sqguadron, 357th Fighter Group

1150

Over PARIS, FRANCE

Fair

Me. 109s

One Me. 109 destroyed; one Me. 109 damaged

I was l-ading Cement Green Flight on a return, Arca Support, from FRANCE. Ve wers
flying north toward PARIS at 18,000 ft. covering some P-38s that were flying the
same path, but under us. Cement Flue Leader called in the 20 plus 109s coming head
on and slightly above us, they fired at us on the way over. 1 broke hard to the
right as they dove down heading for PARIS balls out. 1 latched onto the tail-end
109 and gave him 2 short bursts and as I closed I gave him a2 long one hitting him

ditting him hard in the wings and about the canopy. His canopy blew off along with
large pieces, he was smoking badly, he then rolled ovcer i ck at 3,0 ft.
and I saw him crash in the cit; f PARIS. I found another 1 ir ron. of me

fired at him fro ut 300 yards. 1 saw strikes a is © nt s X 4
I shot past him as another 1U9Y bounced me frow the left. )

in periect rang I pulled t trigger, but no guns. 1 then

€. € Ir
and lost him. I leveled off at 25,000 ft. and came home.
I claim one Me. 109 destroyed and cne Me. 109 dar.:ged.

Ammunition Expended: 1155 rds .50 cal MG.

SUPPORTING STATEMENT

I was flying wing man for Cement Green leader, Captain BOCHKAY, when 20 pilus 109s

made a head-on attack. Cement Green lecader made a 180" turn and got on a 1U9's tail.
We followed them down from 18,000 and Ce.ent Green leader began firing. I noticed
strikes and pieces flying fro. plane and it was sioking badly. We were at 3,000 ft.
and I saw him roll over on his back. I had to break becsuse of flak and failed to
find Cement Gr:en Leader because of oil on my windshield and canopy. I did not see
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