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DA RTINS .

(Revised May 15, 1042) | Accipent No.

WAR DEPARTMENT , b
U. S. ARMY AIR FORCES ; o '9

7, ) & REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT
/ ARLY AIIURQE, SANTA RCSA, CALIF
Approximately twe (2) miles 9
) PlacenartiWe st lrmnnilla, c:l:t.tlm:tr- 'zrmur mze, - e <a>mw_meo
Amcrarr: (4) Type and model . 4 (® St!tl("w Mtdrm, Mhn,
Organization: (7) , - (’)!363& !ightnr g

((.mmnw d and Air th; (‘aqun-lrun)

L.’/ F e 'Pflml,
l

|
NAME

porr o B mm'm' 8xruar NO. PERSONYEL Am Force OR | RESULT %0 Usk or

CLass "Bracr COMMAND PERSONNEL | PARACHUTE

l l |
um' 1y |_az | (13) | - a8 ]

LT_ 2 s an (18) (19)
AP, Qmsmm,nmma. P 0-745487 andu. C AL, li?ma unoﬂ mg

Raxx ]

PILOT CHARGED WITH ACCIDENT
o) OVERSTREST, WILLIAM B. ~ (20)0=TL54L87 = (22) .2nd 1i... 18 .

(Last name) (First name (Mi ‘.A;‘ (Serial number) (Rank) (Persounel ¢

Assigned (25) .. Fourth G A r.{BSZt.h m‘

(Command and Air Fore iroup)

Attached for flying (29) ‘Feurth 4 'f (39) 3-57"4‘ Ftr. tSIn(wA F].thaﬁ._ (32)

uamnmuluxl Alr Fore iroup)

Original rating (33) ﬂl.t (34) .5/20/1.3 Present rating (35) Pilot (36) S/Z)/ha Instrument rating (37)
First Pior Hours:

(at the tigne of this accident)

@38) Thistype.. Fighter = - 31aQ (42) Tnstrument time last 6 months.. FO.
(39) This moch.!.-”_.-......,__._‘, . ﬁl‘a ..... (43) Instrument time last 30 duyap___._.-._--__-.---.‘_ -

(40) l.ast 90 days__ A L SALe LS IR0 ] (44) Night time last 6 months_.._~_________

(41) Total . oo e 3 (48) Night time last 30 dayS oo eeeees e e

| N

AIRCRAFT DAMAGE

DAMAGE ‘ (49) LIST OF DAMAGED PARTS

(46) .(il’!'?:L!( e . A | = 1 Cmpl!t! 'r’ck

W
(43) Engine(s) ... W bl,. - LSS N
(48) Propeliers) | W 3 ESEIRN. LA e I‘ Cemplete Mreck

350) Weather at the time of accident .QAW P O C e

(51) Was the pbdot flving on instruments at the time of aceident _Ne,
(52) Cleared from Santa Besa T 2 (sm 1 - B, S _
e . B B i ZI_.L

}
&

(“) V\umr( of accident &i’ t umbled during a.i.lorm roll. -4 ,{
pa— : 3 ) /, l_ 4

L

1) Can et ““‘Tﬁafui‘;y qua/,m &=
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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility apd recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

/

Pilot was seaond in & formation of four P-39's, at an altitude of between
10,000 and 11,000 feet. At a speed of about 200 MPH the pilot executed an
aileron roll to the left. At same time during this maneuver the plane was
observed to tumble. The plane tumbled approximetely three times and went into
an inverted spin, spun about four times on its back, came out of the spin,
went into a tumble, and back into an inverted spin, Then friam approximately
7,000 feet the plane tumbled until it erashed. ;

At an altitude near 3,000 or 4,000 feet the pilot decided to bail out, but
setting the door off. The pilot left the ship at an altitude of
between 200 and 300 feet, pUlled tNe Tip cord immediately and struck the ground
approximately 2 seconds after tie plane crashed. The pilot was uninjured.

RESIONSIZILITY &

Insofar as the pilot had previous aerobatic experience in a stripped
down P-39 and also in a normally loaded P-39, and as the maneuver in which
the eircraft went out of control was executed in a normal manner, the re-
sponsibility must be attributed to the undesirable flying characterintiu
of the P=39 type aircra,ft.

RECQAENDATIONS &

That all aerobatics in P=39 type eircraft be conducted at an altitude
sufficient to enable the pilot to bail out if he looses control of the & r-
craft. It is the opinion of the undersigned that 10,000 feet would be
sufficient altitude.

That the emergency door latch releease be redesigned to insure positive
release of the door under all air-stream conditions, end that the chochng
of tuis relem be made part of the daily 1nspootim.

That furthor flight tests be  conducted oh acrobat:lcl.

A Se— _—— —— S,

.

Inclosures. 2 %
Incl ¥ 1. Pilots Statement /
Incl # 2. Statement of Flight Leader. GLENN L.

Incl & 3e Operations Orders. It., Bol,., Air COrps.
Incl # 4o Form 1. Aireraft Accident Officer,
Inel # 5. Form 1A.
Incl % 6. Photographs.
Py =

Aw lea\mn/

Ma jor, Air Corps,
Member

Do

Signature i S

CiAY R uvﬂ""""""“'

JMember .

U. L. GOVERNRENT PRINTING OPFFICK 1287571
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CREW CHIEF OR AERIAL FNOINC&R

ddoFs

Ath (£) (Oom)

5reb (1) ()

3634 (£) (sg)
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: o

FLIGHT REPOR

INSPECTION STATUS

ENGINEERING

SERVICING AT STATION OF TAKE-OFF
(CHECK IMMEDIATEL ¥ BEFORE TAKE OFF

INSPECTED TODAY

62843 M
€-27-43 Maiorano

STATION

PREFLIGH
ICED

SERV-

FUEL
(GALLONS

IN

TANKS SERV

oOn

(QUAKTS

NO 1 NO 2 NO 1 NO &
IN SERV N SERV
TANKS 1CED TANKS. ICED

N SERV

1ICED TANKS 1CED TArN

"]

200,1
270,1

wHours 20041
_Plugs. 20091

Y.C. 200,1

Sante Rosa, Celif

_1 86

26

RADIATOR
CHECKED

INSPECTION OF A IXILIAR Y EQUIPMENT

w Williams
Williams

EOMBARDME NT
GUNNER Y

CHEMICAL

Exrianvanion Cracks in Belly Cowling,
left fuel gage sticks, oxygen
Regulator out, green nouse to cabin

Eoltas missing, no recognition light,

Thampson '

W.B, Ove: street, 2nd Lt.

#1 0K
-L-certify t.is 2o be a true copy :

@

. /f 77 f 3
e R
- ROY /He SEANSOM,

lst. Ltey Air Corps.

Q

54

Preflighted by Sgte Vaiorano

~

— RN S
- 20 Cal not syn &200 rds in each cal 50 ecan
| 37 MM, loaded with 29 rds ccmbat aune,

pr iy

EXCE

= 300 rds in sesh L.IR

EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE

STATUS TODA Y IS INDICATED By a RED SyYyMBnL
TIONAL RELEASE HAS NOT EBEEN GRANTED
ED EN INEERING OFF FR THE PILOT ¢
» RELEASE BEFORE FL

| 1 WaBaOverstreet
I.B.Ovorstree_g 3

AIRCRAFT AND EN ik 1E i<k
ERIN M RS A

EN

183.9

TODA Y

HOURS
TO DATE

HOURS
TODA v

AIRCRAFT I

TOTAL

«Oc (platn)

not expendeble (William)

AIRCRAFT DATA

£

L

ON WviMBS
— -

BdAL ANV ON NONOVNDS

AIRCRAFT ORG. DA TA

;

»

wrerw ot

o ROR

HABNIOND. Windy NO A1H4D MauD
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363rd FIGHTER SQUADRON
357th Fighter Group, Army Airdrome
"~ Santa Resa, Califernia

June 29, 1943

PILOT'S STATEMENT

Wie had cempleted several aileren rolls, a leop, and seme turns in
order te hold eur pesitien, Then the Flight Leader, Lt, Bechkay, started
an aileron roll to the left, I am confident it was started with plenty
of airspeed, Hewever, when the ship was appreximately in an inverted
positien, it tumbled, I did not make any sharp movementis with the stick
that could ef caused it, but pessibly did use excessive rudder, Truth-
fully, I cannot state the real cause as I can think ef nothing wreng with
the plane, maneuver, or executien eof the maneuver that could have caused
s tumble, %When it tumbled, I attempted te recever by trying te hold the
nose straight down and ence, while in an inverted flat spin, I thought
I had it under contrel but instead, it tumbled again, While I was beaten
around in the cockpit a lot, and everything hapoened so fast that I am
not pesitive of all the plane's actiens, apparently it tumbled, went inte
a flat inverted spin, tumbled again, went inte another flat inverted spin
and then tumbled on down., At semewhere near three thousand (3,000) er
four thousand (4,000) feet I decided te jump but had a little trouble
getting the door eff, Finally, after beth pulling the emergency release
and the safety catch, I kicked the right doer of f and then jumped out,

I was then ‘between two hundred (200) and three hundred (300) feet, se
I pulled the ripcord immediately and landed between five (5) and ten (10)
feet from the plane within twe (2) seconds after the parachute epened,

I was uninjured, so I‘got up and sign;led the Flight Leader whe
was circling near me that I was alright,

Volhoi i Ll ailoas

WILLIAM B. OVERSTREET,
2nd Lt, AC,
I_’ilot ®
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363RD FIGHTER SQUADRQN
357th Fighter Greup, Army Airdreme
Santa Resa, Califermia

June 28, 1943,

A
= FLIGHT LEADER'S STATEMENT

On londay, June 28, 1943, at appreximately 0930, feur (4) P-3%9 aire
planes toek off frem Santa Resa Army Airdreme en a reutine training
missien, The flight climbed up te an altitude of 12,000 feet and flew
fermatien te the nerth end of the locgl area and I, the flight leader,
gave the signal for entrail, After the formation was entrail we executed
twe aileren rells te the left, After I cempleted my rell I turmed sharp=
ly to the left te ebserve the ether -lanes in their aileren rells, The
rells were executed perfectly and we still remained at the same altitude
of 12,000 feet, We then deve down to an indicated airspeed of 350 MPH
and executed a loep, All feur ships cempleted the loep in goed order,
After completion ef ths leep I turned sharply te the left te observe
a naval formation that was off te eur left flying at appreximately 8,000
feets OQur altitude at this time was between 10,000 and 11,000 feet, After
the naval fermation cleared our area I executed anether aileren rell teo
the left at an indicated airspeed of 200 MPH, After campletion of my rell
I turned sharply to the left again te ebserve the other planes and the
number twe man whe was 2nd Lt, William B, Overstreet was tumbling, The
last twe men had completed their aileren rells and immediately spread out
to previde room for Lt, Overstreet te recever from his tumble, The ship
tumbled appreximately three times and immediately went inte an inverted
spin, It spun about feur times en its back, came eut of that and went
inte anether tumble and immediately inte an inverted spin again, It spun
appreximately four times and began tumbling again at appreximately 7,000
feets I followed Lt, Overstreet's plane still tunbling and when he
reached an altitude of 200 te 300 feet he bailed out and his parachute
opened, The plane hit the ground about twe seconds ahead of him, Lt,
Overstreet landed about 10 feet frem the ship. The plane did not explede
ner dic I see any smeke or fire, I then buzzed the area in which the
plane had crashed and Lt, Overstreet stoed up and walked in a large circle
and waved his arms to let me know that he was mnharmed, I immediately
marked the lecatien en the map and came back and landed at the airdreme
with the remaining twe planes at appreximately 15 minutes after the

accident,

There was no radiec contact with ether planes, airdreme, or SFIC,
therefore, I was unable teo report the accident immediately after it eccured,

= s )
A o'xd@/"/. 2
DONALD H., BOCHKAY

2nd Lt, AC, .
Pilot,
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ARMY AIR FORCES For Action allle

For Info, cS

HEADQUARTERS FLIGHT CONTROL COMFAND For File 7R

WINSTON-SALREM, NORTH CAROLINA

: DATE 29 JUNE 19L3
™~ | /| TELEORAM l RADIO
*

£ 7
INCOATNG ‘
MESSAGE NO. 29 ARL 234 JIME 26/L3

HANILTONFIELD CALIF 282112Z PRTY GR 7L

FAQTITAINMANTY T /Y

42-1R823 D IQN.5 CMA

thl':r) T‘v ,Z..F .wr j ?xr“ ?%"):)R?’l

..jv/: Dr)(\'(:)lq * vv?

MWX 290930 =T

MI1410FWT,

Jig5-4)
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=

JAMILTONFIELD CALIF 28231122 PRTY GR Tk

CG AAF WASEINGTCN D C

BAM UBTTN PERIOD 28 JUNE ZERC NINE FIVE ZERO TWO MILES NORTH OF

CEYSERVILLE CMA WILLIAM D OVERSTREET JR 2ND LT FOURTH FC FOURTH AF
CMA PLANE WENT INTC.SPIN CMA PILOT USED PARACHUTE SUCCESSFULLY NO
INJURY CMA,ACROBATic MISSION CMA CAVU CMA 42-1882% P 39K-5 CMA
SANTA ROSA CMA TOTAL LOSS CMA UNKNOWNACMA SALVAGE CMA UNKNOWN PD
OPERATIONS OFFICER END

KINZIE COAAB HANILTON

DISTRIBUTION

AFPMP | 30)’82 AFBOF

AFRPFC (4cys) AFMM&D -2
AFATC AFRTW (2cys)
AFDBS-2 AFTAS

W CDH

£

A134VS ONiA 14 °YIC
i
R| WW 62 NN o6l
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Gopies of Reparts of Alreraft iccideats.

.

Gommanding Gederal, Materiel Ceater,
¥right Fleld, Dayton, Ohio.

sttention: Frodustion ingineering Section, Fighter Bramsh
e . ® »

inclosed sre coples of Eeports of Alreraft igcldents. The ae-
cidents were dus in part to msteriel fallure.

Captain Leland 5. Cottrell, Eareh 17, 1943
Captain Jokn 1. Robimson, May 18, 1943
2ol Lt. villiem 7. Case, Mareh 12, 1943
2nd 15, Valter K. Selfridge, April 9, 1943
2nd 1Lt. Robert Y. Muese, spril 3, 1943

2nd [t. Timer H. Lalue, March 5, 1943

2ud 1t. Lorenm A. xmp.mzo 1943

-~ Night Ofﬂon Karl l m
For the Commanding Offfuﬂ_

.

10 Imels. :
ingle. 1 -~ 10 Coples of AAF Foras 14

w/allied pepers.
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KESTRILTED”

SUBJIST: Coples of léports of Alresaft sceldents.

i Commending Genersl, Alr Service Command,
Fatterson ¥ield,'Valrfield, Oble.

U attention: Maintesmance Divislon, Alreraft Seetion

inclosed are coples of Reports of Alreraft sccideamts.
cidents were due in part to materiel fallure.

Captain Leland %. Gottrell, March 17, 1943
Cantain John L. Robiasen, May 18, 1942
2nd Lt. villier ¥, Cans, Earch 12, 1943
2nd Lt. ¥Yelter L. Selfridge, April 9, 1943
2nd Lt. Mobert »,. Huse, April 3, 1945
204 Lt. Klmar H. Lakue, March 5, 1943
7 gmt Lt. boren a. Delp, #ereh 20, 1943
2nd Lt. ¥illiem B. Overstrest, June 28, 1943
Yiight officer " 2, 3 31, 1943
Yiight Officer Karl ¥. Beeth, Jr., Mareh 14, 1942

Yor the Commandiag Offiger:

10 Iaecle:
incle. 1 - 10 Coples of AAF Ferms 14
v/sllied papers.

b
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¥BY/B/1a
17 August 1943

Sunmary Aceident Revorte.

Co-andiu Qenerzl Arq lir Forces,
l‘shlncton u, De Co -~ - -

Attentioni Asst G/AS, WD, Supply and
Maintenance Branch

Enclosed are Jummary Reporte of Airoraft Apcidents, The accidents
volre dw 1u part te mataris) £:ilvre,
Ciptalh Lelond wotirell, Yareh 17, 1548
Captal: Juhn L. Reblnpon, %y 18, 194°
end Lbt. ¥llis: F. Cags, Mmreh 12, 1943
2od Lt. Waltar E, Sellridgn, loril 2, 1943
“ad Lte Eobert ¥W. Dlues, Ap-il B, 1948
“ad Lt. Slowr H Tovws, Mareh §, 1948
£ad Lte Loren 2. Dels, wroh 20, 1048

lﬂkﬁ. Kliliac B, Owirstreet, Jime *2, 1943
Officer Ted 5. Rower, ¥arch N, 1!‘8

Flight MMficer Kirl M. Booath, Jr., Vareh 14, 1948
For the Commandlng Officery |

10 Incls:
Inels. 1 thru 10 - Summary Rsacrta v/allle! an-ere,
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